Matthew 20:1-16, 19:16-30 2/18/24
Laborers in the Vineyard

The Parables of Jesus

INTRODUCTION

e |Inthe Good Samaritan parable, we see that that God himself is the sta by
which love, gr , mercy and compassion are to be measured.

e |n Matthew 19:16-30 we see that the standard of good is not how good _ are,
but how good  is. “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good.”

e Given how “good” the rich man seemed, what question did the disciples ask Jesus?

GOD SEEKS US
e There are a number of parables that start off with “The Kingdom of Heaven is like...”

Each of the parables uses an earthly image but points to meaning.
e Inthe Laborersin the Vineyard, we see that:
o Godisthe of everything. He is sov over everything.
o lItis God who goes out to the ones to enter into his vineyard.

GOD DESIRES THE KINGDOM TO BE FILLED
e The workers would be considered d___-workers. They would be p , hot rich.

e The Lord seeks to have those enter into the Kingdom of God even up tothela_

h . (See also the parable of the Great Banquet)

GOD’S GRACE IS OUR ONLY REWARD
e When was there a time when you thought things weren’t “fair?”

e Any reward from God comes from His gen . Andn__ -0 canearnHis
generocity.

e Another word for God’s generosity is: Gr

e What is the answer to the question: Who can be saved? Who can enter into the
kingdom of God?

HEAR THE WORD, APPLY THE WORD
In this life, we want fairness and justice on own terms. And many people strive to enter

heaven on their own terms. Yet there is one and only one way to enter in: By the gr

of God through fa in Jesus Christ.

JOY Christian Community Church “Growing Alive, Deep and Bold in the Love and Knowledge of Jesus!”
13430 N. Saguaro Blvd., Suite 201, Fountain Hills, AZ 85268 Website: joychurchaz.com Feel free to copy but do not modify.
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